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Bhutan's 'Gross National Happiness' News, views
and top stories in your inbox. Don't miss our must-
read newsletter Sign up Thank you for subscribing
We have more newsletters Show me See our privacy
notice Invalid Email Video Loading Video
Unavailable Click to play Tap to play The video will
start in 8 Cancel Play now In this week’s edition, we
look at how the publication of former UK Chancellor
George Osborne’s memoirs has given the former
Conservative Party treasurer fresh ammunition to
fire at Theresa May. We also take a look at what’s
happening in Bangladesh, Iran and Iraq as three
countries mark important anniversaries in 2019. And
we look at how tourism is helping the Scottish
economy to recover from Brexit. Lessons from
Bhutan’s Gross National Happiness (Image:
Heathcliff O'Dwyer) The teachings of the late Indian
spiritual leader, Mahavira, led to the creation of the
concept of Gross National Happiness - GNH. Now, if
the government of Bhutan can be believed, this
could be the perfect way to measure economic
success. In an interview with the Financial Times,
Bhutan’s Prime Minister Lotay Tshering, talks about
the introduction of the new GNH ranking system.
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“It’s economic success that brings happiness, not
the other way round,” he said. “In my government’s
sense, there has been a lot of development. So
much has happened for the good of Bhutan.”
(Image: Heathcliff O'Dwyer) Tshering acknowledged
that a lot has gone wrong in the past - but pointed
out that GDP figures do not necessarily translate
into a positive GNH ranking. The Nation reports how
Bhutan is ahead of Japan and South Korea when it
comes to its GNH ranking. He also revealed that the
Bhutanese government has been aiming to improve
its GNH ranking for the last two years, and had
recently met with the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development, an international
economic forum, for a discussion on the concept. "
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